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This document explains how you can start using Perception CSI. 
 
 
CSI stands for Custom Software Interface. You can use this interface as a programmer to extend 
and customize the Perception software program. The program is based on the Microsoft .NET 
technology; therefore CSI programs can only run on Microsoft operating systems and not on for 
example UNIX systems. 
 
 
What do you need? 
 

• Microsoft Visual Studio 2017 (or later) development environment.  
However you can also use the Microsoft Visual Community IDE, this product provides a 
free development environment.  
You can download this from the Microsoft web site 

 

• You need the HBM CSI option to be enabled through the use of the HASP ® 4 USB Token. 
  

This option is also listed as CSI: Custom Software Interface in the Perception menu: 
Help > About Perception > More... > Options page 
 

 
 

•        The Perception CSI template file name Perception CSI Sheet project Template.vsix 
This file can be found at the HBM web site. This template file will help you to create a c# 
frame work when you want to extend Perception with a new custom sheet. You can find 
more information about this template file in the CSI User manual. 

  

•        The CSI User manual called CSI Programming for GEN series. 

https://www.hbm.com/en/2475/support-downloads-perception/
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This user manual can be downloaded from the HBM web site. Section: Operating 
Manuals. The first chapter helps you to get started. 

  

•        Use the CSI help file PerceptionInterfaces.chm as a reference.  
This file can also be downloaded from the HBM web site. The file can be found in the CSI 
Help Files section and the name of the link is Perception Interfaces  

  
  
This is all you need to get started. The Perception API web page gives you some more general 
information on CSI. As a programmer you should understand that you will create a DLL which will 
be dynamically loaded by Perception during start up. Your application will be an integral part of the 
Perception software and will be fully integrated into the Perception user interface. 

 

https://www.hbm.com/en/2475/support-downloads-perception/
https://www.hbm.com/en/2475/support-downloads-perception/
https://www.hbm.com/en/2475/support-downloads-perception/
https://www.hbm.com/en/3682/perception-application-programmers-interface-api/

